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A commonplace byproduct to encounter in the industrial workplace, welding fumes have the potential to cause significant harm to workers’ health and safety. Safe Work Australia has recently implemented changes to the exposure standards for welding fumes to ensure safer workplace practices. These alterations come as a crucial step towards safeguarding the well-being of workers that are subjected to harmful chemical fumes.





Key Points of the Update




	New exposure standards: an immediate reduction in exposure standards for welding fumes has been enacted to reduce from an 8-hour time weighted average (TWA) of 5 mg/m3 to 1 mg/m3.

	Health & safety implications: the revised standards aim to enhance protection and reduce risks associated with exposure. It’s essential to review these changes to ensure compliance with the updated exposure standards.

	Compliance considerations: we encourage you to assess your current chemical safety protocols and update them to align with the revised workplace exposure standards.

	Persons conducting a business or undertaking (PCBU): a PCBU must ensure that workers are not exposed to any airborne contaminant above the concentration listed in the WES list.
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Possible Steps You Could Take for Compliance




Perform a thorough assessment of your welding fume measures: this could involve evaluating ventilation systems, personal protective equipment (PPE) practices, and what different types of welding consumables are being used.




Monitor welding process controls: reducing the need for welding, as well as adopting alternative processes where possible, can help lessen the risk of exposure to welding fumes. Another possible method is to modify the welding process to control the generation of harmful fumes.




Review RPE selection and training protocols: It is of paramount importance to ensure welders are well-equipped with industry-standard respirators that meet the new exposure standards for proper protection. Moreover, proper training must be provided for correct use and maintenance.




How Chemwatch can help?




If you want to know more about the environmental and health effects of chemicals, or how to minimise risk while working with chemicals, we’re here to help. We have tools to help you with mandatory reporting, as well as generating SDS and Risk Assessments. We also have a library of webinars covering global safety regulations, software training, accredited courses, and labelling requirements. For more information, contact us today!




Sources




	https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safety-topic/hazards/welding-fumes
	https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/controlling-exposure-welding-fumes
	https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/welding/fumes.html
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Quick Inquiry

                

                        
                            product-inquiry-form

                            

                        

                        	Name* 

	Email address*
                            
                        

	Phone

	Are you interested in a Chemicals Management System?*Please answer
Yes
No



	    Basic

    	Search full database (140+ million documents)
	Advanced search
	Organised chemical register



    Professional

    	Everything in Basic plus;
	Risk Assessment
	Chemical Manifest
	and more



    Enterprise

    	Everything in Professional plus;
	Scan in Scan out
	Geo-tagging
	Web services API
	and more


	Which of these products interest you?*Please answer
Basic Chemicals Management System
Professional Chemicals Management System
Enterprise Chemicals Management System



	Which one of these products interest you?*Please Answer
24/7 Emergency Response Services
APIs for integration
Asset and Inventory Management
Automatic SDS Authoring Package
Chemical Regulations Database
Chemicals Auditing Tool
Chemicals Workflow Management
Fire Safety Red Box
Geospatial Chemicals Hot Spot Services
Mobile Applications
Poison Centre Notification Services
Retail Product Compliance Solutions
Risk Assessment System
SDS Online Distribution Services
Site Audit
Product Label Creation/Review Services
SDS Authoring/Updates



	Country*Country
Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Angola
Anguilla
Antarctica
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azerbaijan
Bahamas
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bhutan
Bolivia
Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Botswana
Bouvet Island
Brazil
British Indian Ocean Territory
Brunei Darrussalam
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Christmas Island
Cocos Islands
Colombia
Comoros
Congo, Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Republic of the
Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Croatia
Cuba
Curaçao
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Côte d'Ivoire
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Eswatini (Swaziland)
Ethiopia
Falkland Islands
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Guiana
French Polynesia
French Southern Territories
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe
Guam
Guatemala
Guernsey
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Heard and McDonald Islands
Holy See
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Isle of Man
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jersey
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macau
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Micronesia
Moldova
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Niue
Norfolk Island
North Korea
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestine, State of
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Pitcairn
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Romania
Russia
Rwanda
Réunion
Saint Barthélemy
Saint Helena
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Martin
Saint Pierre and Miquelon
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Sint Maarten
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
South Georgia
South Korea
South Sudan
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Suriname
Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Turks and Caicos Islands
Tuvalu
US Minor Outlying Islands
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands, British
Virgin Islands, U.S.
Wallis and Futuna
Western Sahara
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe
Åland Islands



	State/TerritoryState
ACT
NSW
NT
QLD
SA
TAS
VIC
WA



	State/TerritoryState
Alabama
Alaska
American Samoa
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Guam
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Northern Mariana Islands
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
U.S. Virgin Islands
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming
Armed Forces Americas
Armed Forces Europe
Armed Forces Pacific



	Product Quote	
								
								I would like a product quote
							


Receive a free Chemwatch T-shirt with a product quote
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	T-shirt Size*XS
S
M
L
XL
2XL
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[image: ]As scientists who evolve with technology we treat innovation as a way of life, a life we dedicate to improvement and advancement of Safety, Health and Environment.









	Products
	News
	Services
	About Us
	Contact
	Chemwatch China





© Copyright 2024 Chemwatch


[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]


	



	
		

	

	


				


		

	














































 
        
            
                
                
            
        
    

 
